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For to me to live is s Chriſt, and to die is gain. 


UCH of the glorious exerciſe of Chriſt's 

power, which the prophets foretold, we 
find exemplified in the writings of the apoſtles. 
Thus by the former we are aſſured, that the ar- 
rows of Chriſt are ſharp in the heart of the king's 
enemies, whereby the people fall under him. Pſ. 
45. 5. In the latter we read, that his blaſ- 
phemers and murderers were changed i into fervent 
profeſſors of his faith, and martyrs for his name's 
fake. In the front of theſe victorious monuments 
of the Redeemers grace appears the apoſtle Paul, 
once mad with rage againſt Chriſt, he laboured 
it poſſible to deſtroy the very being of his church. 
But in a little time thro' the grace of our Lord, 
which was exceeding abundant towards him, lo! 
this is the man who breaks forth in the very fer- 
ent deſire of his foul, ſaying, 1 For to me to 
„e live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.” 


Of one mind and of one heart with the apoſtle 
in this matter, are all believers in all times and 
in all places. For as the whole human race in 
common poſſeſs the ſame natural appetites and 
paſtions, ſo all that are the workmanſhip of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, are actuated by one and the ſame 
ip:rit. It is eſſential to them, as a part of the 
divine nature they partake of, to be able to ſay 
very One in his own perion, appealing to the 
ſcarcher of hearts, | To me, to hive is Chriſt,” 


The text therefore is proper for the preſent 
ſlemn coccafion, when we are aſſembled to pay 
our 


. (4) 
dur debt of 
late reveren Mr. GRIMSHAW; an occaſion, on 
which it is hard to determine, whether we have 
more Sake to lament his removal from our world; 
or to rejoice, that God was pleaſed to enrich him 
with divine knowledge in ſo large a meaſure, to 
make him ſo long an eminent inſtrument in his 
hand of converting ſinners, and to. enable him 
to perſevere with an unblemiſhed character, till 
he finiſhed his courſe with joy. 


For our improvement of the text, I Mall 


1. 58 0 what is implied in the ſtrong ex- 


preſſion, To me 70 live, is Chriſt, reminding 


you, under each head of the explication, to 
the praiſe of God's grace, how truly your 
reverend paſtor acted up to It. 


II. Prove the great gain which every one by 
death acquires, to whom it has been Chriſt 


to live: and conclude with ſome obſervations | 


upon the whole. 


May the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to > whoſe ſervant we 
are now paying our laſt honours, ſolemnize all our 


ipirits; and make this lamented death a means 
of our growth in grace. 


I. Iam to explain what is implied in that firong 
expreſſion, To me to live, is Chriſt.” The 


moſt eaſy method of preciſely fixing its import, 
will be to trace the practice of the holy apoſtle. 

Once to live to Him, (as has been hinted,) was 
to make havock of the church of Chriſt ; but no 
ſooner did he hear the voice of that juſt one, 
and behold his glory, then he cried out, © Lord, 


© what wouldeſt thou have me to do?“ Now only 


deſirous of pleaſing im, who had called him 
to be his ſervant. e was content to tall, hke 


light- 


ublic reſpect to the memory of the 


lightning from heaven, from the very height of 
national favour as the champion for what the Jews 


called the honour of Jehovah, to be perſecuted 


by them as a blaſphemous impoſtor, and marked 
out as the victim of their rage. Nevertheleſs 
whatever he ſuffered, whatever he loſt, it was jo 


juficient to. him to be found faithful in his ſelf 


demed obedience. © To him to live was Chriſt.” 


A change quite ſimilar to this which the apoſtle 


experienced, takes place in every true behever,. 
tho' effected not by any miraculous appearance, 


or any voice from the glorified Jefus, but ſolely 


by the mighty energy of the Hoiy Ghoſt on the 


heart, For every man naturally turn to his own 
way; loves the world, its riches, praiie, and plea- 
ſures; not able to conceive there is any grati- 
fication, but what the indulgence of his corrupt 
nature can afford. Therefore to put the neck 
under Chriſt's yoke, is ſo far from being the joy 
of life to any man, till he is born again from 
above, that it is a bondage too galling to be 
endured. 1 


But immediately upon belicving in Chriſt, this 
haughty ſpirit which cannot brook controul, is 
conquered. The deſires of corrupt nature inſtead 
of being any longer juſtified, or palliated, are all 
lamented, oppoſed, and maſtered. The way of 
the world inſtead of being any longer complied 
with, is renounced as iniquity eſtabliſned by law. 
All the works of the fleſh, ſuch as lying and de- 
ceit, lewdneſs, drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, igno- 
rance and-ſecurity in any evil way, are abhorred. 
And every believer can truly ſay, I am thy ſer- 
* vant, I am thy ſervant, thou haſt looſed my 
bonds, thoſe ſtrong ties which once knit my 
„heart to fin. Other Lords have had do- 
* minion over me, now by thee only will I make 
mention of thy name. | —M 
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In this ſenſe and in this extent every individual 
of thoſe who are ſaved, is able to declare, To 
T me to live is Chriſt, 


But few of that happy number have TE 


ſo great ardency of affection to the ſervice of 
_ Chriſt, as your late much-loved paſtor. Soon as 


he knew the grace of God which bringeth falva- 


tion, he conferred not with fleſh and blood. He 
never aſked, like a double-minded man, what the 
careleſs, the profane, or ſelf-righteous would ſay 
of him, or what they might do to him. The 


truth of God, he ſtood valiantly in defence of, 


defying mockery or threats, oppoſition and ha- 
tred. Ye are all his witneſſes, that an unreſerved 
obedience to Chriſt, was the very joy of his heart. 

When he roſe up and when he laid down, going out 
and coming in, this was his prayer,“ Lord "what 
* wouldſt thou have me to do ?” The brighneſs of 


his example in the exerciſe of chriſtian | tempers 
proved his prayer was heard, his heart whole with 


God, and he himſelf ſtedfaſt in his covenant. 


2. We are taught by St. Paul's practice to con- 
ſtrue this ſtrong expreſſion, * To me to hve is 
„ Chriſt,” to mean, it was all his employment to 
make Chriſt known and glorified. So he expreſſes 


himſelf on another occaſion, „Jam determined 


„ ro know nothing amongſt you, ſave Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, and him crucified.? And when he 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired houſe at 
Rome, receiving all that came in unto him, he 
was wholly taken up, we read, in preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching, not the nature 


and obligations of moral virtue; not the dignity. 


and boa! ted powers of man ; not that the ſupreme 
moral governor of the world muſt have compla- 
cency in our goodneſs for its own fake, and re- 
ward it. Na ſuch doctrine ever made a part of 


a poſtolical 


na es. tS&©  AUIy 
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apoſtolical divinity. St. Paul employed himſelf 
in teaching thoſe ſublime and moſt intereſtin 

truths, it is ſaid, which concern the Lord Jeſus ; 

his ever-bleſſed perſon and offices, his life, death, 
reſurrection, interceſſion, and mediation, with 

the ſanctifying influences which theſe things muſt 

have upon all that receive the word of God. 


In this reſpect every real chriſtian copies the 
example of St. Paul. Tho' not called in public 
as a teacher to exalt the name of Jeſus, ſtill with- 
in the little circle of his private influence, his 
chief concern is that Chriſt may be magnified. 
Has he children? It is uppermoſt upon his heart 
to make them ſenſible of the glory of the Re- 
deemer, and that they can become wiſe unto ſal- 
vation only by faith in him. Has he ſervants ? 
He labours affectionately to teach them where they 
muſt look for righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; how much 
dearer to them Chriſt muſt be, than any earthly 
object; and to whom they muſt ſtand indevted 
for eternal life, if ever they inherit that bleſſing. 
Has he neighbours who will converſe with him 
upon the ſubject delightful to his ſoul ? His talk 
is of the power, and glory, and mightineſs of the 
kingdom of Chriſt; and all his intimacies are 
formed with thoſe who ſay of Chriſt, as he him- 
ſelf does, Behold this is my beloved, and this 

* is my friend.” A perfect bigot, if 1 may uſe 
he expreſſion, to the word of God and the ho- 
nour of his only-begotten Son, he maintains with 
St. Paul, © That if any man preach any other 

goſpel than, that we are juſtified freely by 
© God's grace, thro? the redemption that fs in 
* Jelus, che is to be held accurſed.” That if 
any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tho? in 
moral honeſty irreproachable, tho? in all ſocial vir- 
tues moſt amiable, tho' in acts of public worſhip 
moſt regular, he is notwithſtanding theſe attain- 


ments, 


(8) 
ments, anathema, maranatha. i. e. in plain Eno. 
lim, under the curſe of God, and unleſs brought 
hefore death to love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, 
ſure to be deſtroyed by him, when he cometh. 
By this warm attachment, and undaunted ſpirit of 
loyalty to the redeemer, every real chriſtian, what- 
ever buſineſs or profeſſion he follows beſide, is 
much employed in confeſſing Chriſt before men, 
and bearing witneſs to his truth, among whomſo- 
ever he lives. | 


Do you deſire to ſee this meaning of the text 
exemplified ? Review the manner of life, purpoſe 
and doctrine of your late paſtor. Can you ever 
forget with what loving vehemence, with what 
multiplied proofs from holy writ, he opened to 
your underſtanding the nature of chriſtian ſal- 
vation; evincing that from the firſt promiſe of 
the ſeed of the woman to bruiſe the ſerpents head, 
to the conſummation of every believer in the bliſs 
of heaven, all is of grace thro? faith, in oppoſition 
to works, and to every kind of dependance upon 
them, as helping to put away fin ? 0 an you ever be 
unmindful of the various lights in which he ſet 


before you, the wiſdom of this conſtitution, 


in order that human pride might be abaſed, and 
he that built the temple of God, which temple 


believers in Chriſt are, might bear all the glory? 


Are you not ſt} ſenſible, with what enlarge- 
ment and exultation of heart, as well as with 
what ſucceſs you heard from his lips, a diſplay of 
the /-eenefs of Chriit's ſalvation, to the very worſt 
of ſinners, when their ſpirits were once wounded 
within them, of its riches, in a preſent pardon for 
fin, and power over it, in nearneſs of acceſs to 
God, and {weet communion with him, in the pri- 


vilege and ſpirit of adoption, and in all thoſe ſpi- 


ritual bleſſings in heavenly things, which are free- 


f 
given of God to believers in Chriſt Jeſus, the 
pledge and earneſt of their eternal inheritance. 


To ſpread the knowledge of this doctrine, by which 
alone Chriſt is honoured, how unwearied was he 
in labour! endued with a very ſingular robuſtneſs 
of conſtitution, he did his utmoſt for God. Sel- 
dom had the ſun ever run half his daily courſe, be- 
fore this miniſter had once or oftner declared the 
teſtimony of the Lord which enlightens the eyes 
of the mind, and rejoices the hearts of the poor 
amongſt the people. All intent on this work, 
every day in every week had its deſtined labours of 
love, morning and evening, to fill it up. Labours 
ſo great, that it is almoſt incredible to tell how 
many hours out of the twenty four, were conſtant- 
ly for a courſe of ſeveral years, employed by him 
in inſtructing thoſe who dwelt in his own pariſh, or 
who in neighbouring places attended upon his 
miniſtry, Never was there any ſordid child of this 
world more engroſſed by the love of money 
and more laborious in heaping it up, than your 
late paſtor in teaching and preaching the kingdom 


of God, and the things concerning the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 


2. We are taught by the apoſtle's Life, to 
underſtand this emphatical expreſiion, ** To me to 
« live is Chriſt,” to ſignify, it was the joy of his 
heart to be wholly engaged in his ſervice. For hav- 
ing mentioned the enthuſiaſtic extravagance charg- 
ed upon himſelf, and thoſe who were like him, 
by the infidel Diſputers at Corinth, he explains 
the whole myſtery of the chriſtian conduct, by 
telling them, The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us.“ 
Such joy was it to St. Paul to ſpread the glory 
of Chriſt's name, that with profound admirati- 
a he celebrates the goodneſs of God, who gave 
unto him, who in his own judgment of 
umſelf, was leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, the 
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grace to preach. among the Gentiles, the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt. 


O thou moſt diſtinguiſhed ſervant 10 1 bleſ. 
ſed God, doſt thou call that a grace, or favour, 
which thouſands would have fled from as the 
worſt of evils ! That a grace, which certainly ex- 

poſed thee to contempt, as an hair-brained en- 
thuſiaſt; to hatred, as a horrid Impoſtor; to 
be treated by all, except a few, as a fellow not 


fit to live upon the earth? Yes, knowing in 


whom thou hadſt believed, it was joy to be 
uſed at any rate as an inſtrument to promote 
his honour, tho? in a world in arms againſt him. 
As the higheſt poſſible proof of the joy it gave 
St. Paul to have Chriſt exalted, we read that 

at a particular juncture, when baſe-minded men 
| preached Chriſt even out of envy and ſtrife, think- 
ing to add affliftion to his bonds. he declared, 
nevertheleſs, ** Chriſt is pre: ache, and herein 1 
do rejoice, ' yea, I will rejoice.” 


Nor are the perſonal excellencies of Chriſt, the | 


benefits of his love, or the tenderneſs of his 


heart towards his faithful people, diminiſhed at | 
all by diſtance of time, or length of years, fo 
that it ſhould be leſs joy to real. chriſtians, to 


ſerve. the Lord Chriſt at this day, than in the 


apoſtle's time. God forbid it ſhould. Bleſſed | 


to the end of the world; © Bleſſed are the peo- 
<« ple that know the joyful ſound, they ſhall walk 
< in the light of thy countenance : their delight 


„ ſhall be daily in thy name, and in thy righte- 
„ ouſneſs ſhall they make their boaſt.” Real 


chriſtians, as St. Paul did, do much for Chriſt, 
becauſe they have much joy in him. It is not 
any ſervile fear of hell that urges them to duty, 
nor any mercenary regard to "their own eternal 
happineſs which principally excites, and in- 


creaſes 


6 xx; } 
creaſes their zeal. They fight under Chriſt's 
banner, not like ſoldiers for pay, but like ſons 


faming with love for their Father's name, and 


the deſtruction of his implacable foes. Hence 
it is a joyful and pleaſant thing to them, by 


labour and ſelf - denial, by every good word 


and work, to exalt the honour of their Lord. 
Such joy do they find in ſerving him, that they 
would not deſire to do leſs than they are cal- 


led to, tho' their negle& might be diſpenſed 


2 2 


with. This, obſerve, is the material difference 
between nominal and real believers. The for- 
mer are conſcious of no joy in the midſt of all 
their prayers, their duties, their alms, and ab- 
ſtaining, perhaps from groſs ſin ; nothing have 


they but a certain, blind, and cold notion, ground- 


ed on 1gnorance, preſumption and pride; that 
differing from the openly profane, they ſhall 
eſcape : That their duties and performances, and 
barren aſſent to the chriſtian creed, will turn to 


their ialvation in eternity. Real believers on the 


contrary, know him that is true, and are in him 
that 1s true „ partakers of life, peace and JOY thro? 
believing on his name.  Delighted with the glory 


of the majeſty whom they ſerve, as favourite cour- 
tiers admitted to wait near the perſon of their ſo- 


vereign, and fecling a real honour conferred upon 
them, in being called to obe :y the word of ſuch a 
King. . 
But amongſt real chriſtians there are different de- 
grees in the joy they feel in the ſervice of Chriix, 
as of glory between the ſtars of heaven. More 
of this joy very few poſſeiled than dwelt in your 
deceaſed paſtor, ſo juſtly beloved by you all. His 
very countenance 'proclaimed that the Joy of the 
Lord was his ſtrength. Who amonzft you ever 
3 with him in any part of worſhip, without 
proof that his heart was engag ged in it wich great 
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delight ? What were his ſermons, but animating 
perſuaſive from one who took pleaſure in ſpeak- 
ing good of his maſter's name, as you loved your- 


ſelves to leave the huſks the ſwine feed on, to be 


made happy with the food of angels? Which 
of you ever received with him the holy commu. 
nion, without perceiving it was an exquiſite feaſt 
of joy to his ſoul ? Or on what did he converſe 


with you in your houſes, but the immediate great 
reward of knowing Chriſt, and living wholly de- 


voted to him ? So that would you have deprived 
him of his chief delight in life, you muſt have debar- 
red him from opportunities of uſing his talents, and 


ſpending his ſtrength in proclaiming the goodnels 
of the Lord. 


. We may trace 1n the apoſtle's practice, that 
this emphatical expreſſion to wy « Tometo live is | 


“ Chriſt,” ſignifies not merely ſome little degree 


of joy in the ſervice of Chriſt, but ſuch abundance, 


as to make hardſhips, and even violent death wel- 
come for Chriſt's ſake. For in the midſt of ſhame, 
reproach, hunger, and nakedneſs, bonds and im- 


priſonment, the apoſtle declared he counted not 


his life dear, ſo he might finiſh his courſe with 
Joy, and the miniſtry that he had received. Hence 
when moſt tenderly preſſed not to go up to Je- 
ruſalem, where the Jews like evening wolves wait- 
ed to devour him; What mean you,” ſaith he, 
* to break mine heart, I am ready, not only to be 
* bound, bur alſo to ſuffer death at Jeruſalem, 
„ for the name of the Lord Jeſus.” | 


Does any man ſay, it is not ſurely expected that 
all believers ſhould be ſo devoted to Chriſt, as to 
count it even joy to die. for his ſake ? My bre- 
thren, be not deceived. Hear the word of the 
Lord. Except a man love me more that his 
5e on life, he is not worthy of me; except a 

855 man 
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« man hate his own kids he cannot be my het 

« ple.” c. i. he may repeat my creed, go to my 
church, aſſociate with my people, make large pro- 
feſſions both of love and experience ſufficient 
to impoſe upon himſelf and others; but 
{till unleſs he gives me infinitely the preference 
to every thing he naturally loves, to as to be 
ready to ſhed his blood for my truth, ſooner than 
deny it, I look upon him, after all, as a traitor, 
and he muſt expect a traitor's doom. 


Do you then aſk, what proof read believers 
give, that in this ſenſe, © To them to live is 
_ < Chriſt ?? I anſwer, They now cut off the right 

hand and pluck out the right eye. Whatever 
pleas are whiſpered in their hearts in favour of 
fin, they reſiſt. Whatever fears are ſuggeſted of 
loling trade, bringing on reproach, making them- 
ſelves enemies, and coming to want, by bein; 
more . conſcientious than others, and than they 
were once themſelves, theſe fears are overcome, 
and in direct oppoſition to them all, they perſe- 
vere in the path of known duty. They cleave 
to the Lord with full purpoſe of heart, ſatisfied, 
ſince it cannot be otherwiſe, to endure chmoun, 
variance, oppoſition, hatred and loſs, ſooner than 
ceaſe to ſtand ſtifly for the honour of the truth, 
and word of God. All whoſe conſciences bear 
them witneſs they are now living in this undaunt- 
ed manner to him who died for them, and roſe 
again, give ſufficient teſtimony they have that 
mighty principle of grace in their hearts, which 
would enable them to cleave alſo to the Lord, 
_ tho' the bloody flag, or the lighted faggot, threa- 

tned to deſtroy them for fo doing. 


And think not this a degree of devotedneſs 
to Chriſt, rather to be wiſhed for than attained. 
No one, I am perſuaded who has heard me this 


day ; 


(14) 
day ; no one that knew your late miniſter, but 
muſt confeſs they ſaw in him that joy in the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt, which emboldened him to bear 
every croſs which fleſh and blood abhors. Wit- 


neſs, ye moors and mountains, how often he was 


in perils by the way, whilſt carrying the glad 


tidings of ſalvation to ſome company of poor cot- 
tagers, who but for his painful inſtructions, had 
died as ignorant of Chriſt, as they were born | 
Witneſs, ye ſtormy rains, and piercing colds of 
winter, ye fainting ſultry heats of ſummer, how 


many ſeaſons he expoſed himſelf to your greateſt | 


inclemencies, if by any means he might fave 
ſome. In this work, no roads were too dangerous, 
no refreſhment too coarſe, no lodging too hard, 


no diſcouragement too great. His work was 


wages of itſelf, as much as he deſired ; and in- 
fluenced by the mercies of his redeeming God, 


he with joy preſented his health, and itrength, and 


life, a ſacrifice to him, which was his reaſonable 
' ſervice. | bs 


Further, St. Paul had noother hope of eternal life 
but the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
therefore the ſervice of Chriſt was his exceeding 
joy. And tho? this is not his meaning in the text, yet 
as it has ſuch a cloſe connection with it, it will be 
proper to inſiſt on it. For this cauſe, the apoſtle 
rejects with abhorence a thought of looking to 


any thing he had attained or received, as his fafe- | 


guard from the wrath to come. © God forbid 
** thatIſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of the Lord je- 
« ſus Chriſt,” that inſtrument of torture on which 
he made an oblation of his foul for ſin. Hence 
he mentions whatever he had done or ſuffered 
for Chriſt's ſake, only to proclaim the more lcud- 


ly his total renunciation of it all, in point of 


juſtification, and in order to. introduce with more 
diſtinguiſhed honour, the only ſalvation ſet before 
| periſn- 


e 
e ESL d..: "> a 


E 8 
periſhing ſinners. That I may win Chriſt, ſays 
<« he, and be found in him (as a city of refuge) 
not having my own righteouſneſs which is of the 
„law, but that which is thro' the faith of Chriſt, 
the righteouſneſs of God by faith.” 1 


In this glorious peculiarity, (the ſtrongeſt an- 
tidote to human pride, with which it knows 
not how to dwell) every real chriſtian 1s root- 
ed and grounded; and notwithſtanding great 
confuſion in the ideas and expreſſions of men 
on this head, ſtill all that believe, unfeign- 
cdly extoll the blood and righteouſneſs of Chrut, 
as the whole cauſe of their ſalvation. Though 
more conſcientious than the boaſters of their 
| morality, and more devout than the ſtricteſt of 
the phariſaical tribe, they take no honour to 
themſelves. Still conſcious of blemiſhes and fail- 
ures, and conſequently of guilt, they cry to 
the laſt, as at their firſt awakening, © Enter not 
into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lord, for 
«in thy fight ſhall no man living be 
« juſtified,” Indeed, the reaſon why any of the 
children of men are able to imitate the apoſtle 
laying to us, To live is Chriſt,” is becauſe 
they firſt know he is their all ſalvation. 


But who among the Chriſtians in our time 
was more deeply affected with this ſelf-abaſing 
doctrine, than your late miniſter? It was en- 
graven upon his heart; and not all his dili- 
gence in doing the work of his miniſtry, nor 
his great ſucceſs in it, not all his joys in God 
tho' abundant ; nor his unblameable converſation ; 
nor the great veneration of his character, which 
his friends and people could not but teſtify of- 
ten before him, ever led him to obſcure the glory 
of the croſs of Chriſt. Still upon his attoning 
blood and juſtifying righteouſneſs alone, did every 

; | hope 


| ( 16) 

hve of his ſoul's acceptance with God, depend. 
Hence he was uſed to ſay, when he came to 
die, this was the view he hoped he ſhould have 
both of himſelf, and his redeemer, viz. That 
« he ſhould ſee himſelf more undeſerving and 
* more a ſinner, than he had ever before, and 
* Chriſt more admirable in the riches of his 
é prace, in receiving ſuch a one to mercy.” 
Hence he would ſometimes intreat God not to 
deny a bleſſing to his preaching, © tho? he con- 


Ln fed himſelf undoubtedly, one of the vileſt 


* creatures on the face of the earth.” 


No 'one that knew Mr. Grimſhaw can pol- 
ſibly ſuſpect this was any affected ſtrain of hu- 


mility, or any other than the eſtimation he 
made of himſelf. 


If it is ſaid, what nonſenſe 5 en f 
for a man employing all his powers for the good 


of ſouls, and the glory of God, thus in low. 
lineſs of mind to eſteem every one better than 
himſelf, how can this thing be? Such objectors 
will be able to unravel the myſtery, when they 
can underſtand how Job, who God declared 


had not his fellow upon earth, at whoſe hands 


he accepted a ſacrifice for his three offending 
friends, could ſee cauſe to abhor himſelf, and 
repent as it were in duſt and. aſhes. Was it 


not becauſe his eye had ſeen fomething of God? 


Such objectors may receive full conviction, that 
the very beſt of the ſervants of God can think 
no more highly of themſelves, when they under. 


ſtand what made Iſaiah cry out, © Wo is me, 1 


« am undone: for I am a man of unclean lips; 
tho* he was then an illuſtrious prophet of God, 


and afterwards a martyr for his truth. Was it not 


becauſe he had ſeen the Lord of hoſts in his 


glory? this viſion made him appear to himſelf 


un- 
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viclean almoſt beyond the poſſibility of ſalvation. 


Now where there is no viſion. of God, on- 


ly a bright diſcovery by faith of what he is, 
and what manner of holineſs becomes his ſervants, 
the moſt ſelf- abaſing expreſſions language can 

furniſh, ſcarce will reach the meaning of an hum- 
bled heart. Inſtead of any thoughts of our own 


attainments, remaining corruption will ſtare us in 


the face, and humble us to the very duſt. By 


this means, the death, righteouſneſs, and inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, inſtead of ſinking in the e- 


ſteem of believers, as they are changed more and 
more into his image, riſes higher; and they never 
feel ſo ſtrongly the immenſity of their debt to him 
for his propitiation and righteouſneſs, as when they 
have the cleareſt knowledge of the glory of God ; 
and conſequently of the impoſſibility of being ac- 
cepted, but in the beloved. _ 


Thus Chriſt ix the lie of all the members of 


his church, and © To them to live is Chriſt.” 
Happy they who are wrought of God to this ſelf- 
lame thing. For as I propoſed to prove 


«Bi Great is the gain they acquire by their 
death. Even whilſt they are dying compared with 


others, what a ſuperiority is manifeſt? What a 
heaven upon earth is the chamber of a dying 


chriſtian compared to the death-bed of an igno- 
rant, careleſs, and ſelf-righteous man? 


Meekneſs and patience, prayer and hope, make 


all the bed of a dying ſaint, tho' greater manifeſta- 
tions of love are with-held. But with reſpect to 


your late miniſter, his departure was attended with 


all the divine conſolations, which any of his moſt 
affectionate friends could have wiſhed him. For 
whilſt death pointed his javelin to his heart, he 


beheld the face of this king of terrors, as it were 
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the face of an angel. „ Never had 1,” ſaid hi 


faithful miniſter of Chriſt, © ſuch a viſit from 
« God, ſince I knew him,”* and tho? greatly 
oppreſſed with the feveriſh ſickneſs, occaſioned by 
the eruption ſtriking in upon his vitals ; yet, be- 
ing aſked how he did, he replied, © As happy 
* as I can be on earth, and as ſure of glory as 
fi was in it. T 5 3 


> But what are the comforts of a dying bed when 
compared to the gain of real chriſtians from the mo- 
ment of their death ? Then what clearneſs of 


knowledge in thoſe things of God which were here 


ſeen darkly and thro? a glaſs, beams upon their 


ſouls ? Then the ruin introduced by the fall, the 
ſinfulneſs of ſin, the grace of ſalvation, the per- 
ſon who purchaſed it, and the whole wond*rous | 


plan of man's redemption will appear as much 
more glorious to the new inhabitants of heaven, 
as the ſight of the fineſt country in the world ex- 
ceeds the deſcription of it in a map. 


With 


* If any ſhould take offence at this expreſſion, © A viſit from 
God,“ as much too familiar language, and derogatory to his ho- 

nour, ſuch perſons are deſired to remember, there is no intimacy fo 
near and affectionate as that which ſubſiſts between God and the 


ſouls of his dear children by faith in Chrift Jeſus. They are de- 


ſire> to remember alſo, there is the ſanction of God's own word to 
authorize the uſe of ſuch expreſſions. See John xiv. 23. Rev. iii. 
20. And once more, they are deſired to take ſpecial notice that it 


is very common and notorious, for thoſe who in the moſt ſhocking 


manner make themſelves free with God's law, and take his name 


in vain, to become all of a ſudden exceedingly ſqueamiſh when any . 


expreſſions are made uſe of, denoting an acquaintance with God, of 
which the unconverted are incapable, 


t This aſſurance is conſtantly mentioned in ſcripture as the pri- 
vilege of Believers. 2 Cor. v. 1. We know when our earthly houſe 
of this tabernacle is diſſolved, we have a building of God, a houſe 
not made with hands. In the ſame chapter, “ We are always con- 
„ fident, knowing that to be abſent from the body is to be preſent 
« with the Lord, See azſo 2 Cor, ix. 22, 


* 
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With this knowledge is inſeparably connected, 


a proportionable gain of holineſs. No more watch- 


ing, prayer, or ſelf-denial, will be needful. No 


more temptations and conflicts, languor, defects, 
or blemiſhes will have place in the glorified ſaints. 


When they ſhall ſee the king in his beauty in 


the land which is very far off, they ſhall be like 
him, for they ſhall ſee him as he is. By neceſ- 


ſary conſequence they will gain an immenſe ac- 


quiſition of happineſs. For nothing which is 
capable of giving them any delight will be con- 
cealed from their view; nor one faculty of the 


ſoul wander unſatisfied for want of an object great = 


and good enough to fill all its deſires. This gain 
will be increaſed by the ſpotleſs purity, and tranſ- 
cendent bliſs of all around them, each in perfect 
harmony of ſentiment, loving and beloved by e- 
very one with an infinitely warmer affection, than 
the fondeſt mother bears to her firſt-born ſon. 
Oh! what a faint and contracted joy have the ſer- 
vants of God here, tho? ſtill kings and prieſts un- 
to him; when weighed in the balance with their 
future inheritance ! Beloved we are now, (if we 
are true believers in Chriſt,) the ſons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. Such 


treaſures of love, and ſuch infinite magnificence of 


bounty from our God, await us in the world to 
come, that to attempt particularly to deſcribe the 


bliſs, would be to injure and unſpeakably degrade 


it. Indeed, was not the happineſs of departed 
ſaints, as much above our higheſt thoughts of it 
_ whilſt we are in the body, as the waters which 


cover the place of the ſea, are more than the drop 


of the bucket; it would be infinitely too mean 


to be the purchaſe, as it is, of the blood of God 


manifeſt in the fleſh. One ſingle circumſtance 
therefore I ſhall only add more, without which the 
whole would be marred, viz. The gain of the 
TT | faich- 
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faithful in Chriſt in every part of it, is incorrup- 
tible. Millions of ages ſhall not bring one de- 


gree nearer to its end their conſummate happi- 
neſs; nor the poſſeſſion of it thro? an infinite flight 


of years, ever become leſs tranſporting than the 
firſt moment of admiſſion into heaven. 


Lou ſee now brethren, what manner of gain is 


inſeparably connected by the promiſe and decree 
of the almighty Father of our ſpirits, with re- 
ceiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and living to him. 
So that whilſt you cannot forbear lamenting your 
. Joſs of a miniſter ſo able to divide the word of 
truth, and ſo full of love to you all, you have 
this ſtrong conſolation to be perſuaded, he now 
enjoys the preſence of his Lord. You have this 


cConſolation, to conſider he was taken, as ye doubt 


not, to his great reward, juſt as the ſhadows of 


the evening, the infirmities of age, were begin- 


ning to make their appearance ; and removed from 

being a ſtandard-bearer in the churgh-militant, to 

ſing above the ſong of the ranſom'd of the Lord. 

Be careful therefore for nothing, but to be found 

faithful improvers of the excellent doctrine, and 

example you have ſo long enjoyed. That now to 
ou it may © Be Chriſt to live, 


y and then;to die 
* will be your gain.“ iy. Ae 1 | 

To preſs this all-important concern more cloſe- 
ly upon you, give me leave to conclude, as I pro- 


poſed, with ſome obſervations on the doctrine of 


the text, | 2 


1. From this moſt certain truth that death is 
gain only to thoſe To whom it hath been Chriſt 
„% to live;” obſerve, and conſider well, what muſt 
death be to thee, O man, whoſoever thou art, 


to whom to live has been to take pleaſure. only 


in thoſe things, which thou knoweſt naturally, and 


as the brute beaſts ? What muſt death be to thee, 


to 
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neſs, or to heap up ſilver as the mire in the ſtreets ? 
It is appointed for thee ſoon to die. For duft 
thou art, and to duſt ſhall thy body return. But 
alas ! inſtead of gain, death will moſt certainly 


prove to thee, loſs, in the moſt. extenſive ſenſe of 
that dreadful word. Loſs: of all the fuel which 


now feeds thy earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh appetites : 


Loſs of all thy mirth, and pleaſure, and eaſe of 


every kind: Loſs of all the calls and warnings 
of mercy which are ſtill ſent to thee, of all the 
motions of grace, of the opportunity: of ſalvation, 


of heaven and of God. And what will make all 


this felt with infinite ſmart, loſs of that ſtrong 
deluſion, which like ſome intoxicating potion 
given by the hand that means to murder thy ſoul, 


now keeps thee inſenſible of all thy wretchedneſs. 
A loſs immenſe; eternal! the infliction of which 


thou wilt not be able to bear, whilſt thou muſt 
ſee how madly, how inſolently, thou did'ſt thruſt 
Chriſt away, and ſaid'ſt in thy wicked heart, ſtand 


back z my lewdneſs, my covetouſneſs, or my trade 


will J live for, and that will I ſerve : Who art thou, 
that thou ſhouldeſt reign over me? All this, O 
thou open diſſolute ſinner, haſt thou hitherto done 
to the face, and in the hearing of Chriſt, and he 
has kept ſilence. Inſult him no more: What, 
wilt thou not fear him, who hath the keys of hell 


and death, the abſolute empire over the inviſible . 


worlds, and of every paſſage that opens into them? 
What, wilt thou obſtinately ſtill refuſe to live to 
him, by whom alone thou art: ſuffered to remain 
alive upon earth, and who the very next moment, 
can with more eaſe call thee to anſwer before his 
bar for thy contempt of him, than thou canſt 
utter a ſingle word? “ O kiſs the ſon, ett he be 
b angry, and accompliſh upon thee all his fury.“ 
Now he will be intreated, he will forgive and 

„ forget 


to whom ou live, has been feaſting and drunken. 385 
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forget all that is paſt. The vileſt ſinner that will 
but in earneft call upon his name, ſhall receive 
from him remiſſion of ſins, and an inheritance a- 
mongſt them that are ſanctified thro? faith which 


is in him. But unleſs thou obtaineſt this recon- | 


ciliation before thou dieſt, and ſo Chriſt becomes 
the very joy of thy life; whether thou wilt be- 
lieve, or mock on, death, as ſure as God's word 
1s truth and no he, muſt open the door, that thy 


foul may receive the wages of fin and unbelief, and 


thy bonds be made indiſſolubly ſtrong in the fire 
that never ſhall be quenched. 5 


2. This moſt certain truth that death is gain 
only to them, © To whom to live has been Chriſt,” 
O! may it convince thee, thou vain pleader for 


the ſufficiency of moral honeſty, as the whole of 


man, that this thy idol God will undoubtedly de- 
ceive thee. For if thy honeſty, and ſocial virtues, 


(be they ever ſo many) ſpring not from faith in 


Chriſt, nor are conſecrated by a ſpirit of devotion 
and univerſal ſubjection to him as the Lord thy 
e righteouſneſs,” however pure thou art in thine own 
eyes, thou art not yet waſhed from thy filthineſs. 
And however confident thou art, in wrapping 
thyſelf up in thy moral character, and apt to rage 


when thy ſoul is declared to be in danger of hell-fire, 


{till the word of the living God is againſt thee, and 
it muſt prevail, tho? all the world was confederate 
in thy behalf. This unconquerable word ſpeaks 
home to thy caſe, in words too plain to be miſ- 
taken, but thro' deſign. It tells thee, no leſs 
than it tells the thief and the adulterer, that at 


preſent thou haſt no life in thy ſoul, no acceſs to 


God, nor one work approved of him, done by thee 
in thy whole life ; that if thou dieſt before Chriſt 


is the joy of thy life, thou art ruined for evermore. | 


The 
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The word of the living God, 1 ſay, peremps | 
torily declares of thee, O thou proud exalter of 


morality, to the place, where it ought not to ſtand, 
that there is not a ſpark of life in thy ſoul. For 
it ſays, Verily, verily, except ye eat the fleſh 
of the ſon of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you.” i. e. Except your ſouls 
are noariſhed and ſupported, cheered and ſtrength- 
ened by Chriſt's death on the croſs, as the atone- 
ment for your ſins, ' ye cannot be alive to God. 


That thou canſt not in thy Preſent ſtate have ac- 
ceſs to God, is alſo determined by the unalterable 


decree of the Almighty. For ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, he ſaith, I am the WAY, the TRUTH, 
« and the LIFE. No man cometh unto the 
& Father, BUT BY ME.” That in the midft 


of all thy boaſted morality thou haſt not yet done 


one thing well-pleaſing to God in all thy life; 
and that his wrath abideth on thee ſleeping or 

waking, going out or coming in, is as evident as 
words can make it. Since it is written, “ If any 
man abide not in me,” and he does ſono longer 


than Chriſt is the joy of his life, and his whole ſal- 


vation, © heis caſt forth as abranch, and is wither- 


<« ed, and men gathek them, and they are burnt.”* 


Are not all theſe 
ed againſt the proud 
his morality, as any other 


5 as ſtrongly point- 
ufficient depender on 


name of Chriſt, who can devour widow's houſes, 


and is not to be truſted in the dark ? Might not 


any one as reaſonably attempt to juſtify, and make 
ealy in his condition the hypocritical villain, co- 
ver'd with the maſk of devotion and faith; as to 
juſtify the moſt humane, upright, benevolent man 
on earth, who ſhall dare to ſcorn the Lamb of 


God, and think his own right arm ſhall ſave h's 


ſinful ſoul ? No; they are both alike under the 


£#- 


aſſages of ſcripture 
againſt the demure, faintly profeſſor of zeal for the 


and oppoſite paths, yet the religious hypocrite, 


and the proud exact moraliſt, will meet at laſt, 
and die without mercy, for refuſing him that 
ſpeaketh from heaven. i Oe 


Deceive not then thyſelf with great ſwelling 
words about thy moral practice. Take knowledge, 
God hath highly exalted his Son, and given him 


a name, which is above every name; that he hath _ 
commanded all men ſhould honour his ſon, as 
they do himſelf ; that every knee ſhould bow and 
every tongue confeſs, that Jeſus Chrift is Lord, 


to the glory of God the Father. If Chriſt is thy 
life and joy, then art thou honouring him of a 


truth; but if not, thy pride tho* gilded and deck- 
ed out with all moral accompliſhments, is going 


before thy fall into the horrible pit. And thy 
| havghty ſpirit will as certainly exclude thee from 
the ſalvation of God, as if thy name ſtunk amongſt 
men for thy diſhoneſty, and thou wert a villain 
upon public record. | 


Say not this is a doctrine depreciating and un- 
friendly to morality. For the very reverſe is true. 


It is the very means of preſerving and promoting 


to it's full extent, the pradtice of morality. Be- 


cauſe Chriſt the law-giver will never be regarded, 


till he is cordially adored and truſted in as Chriſt 


the Saviour. But when the commands of Chriſt 


are not reſpected as the only ſtandard of mora- 
lity, as his doctrines are of truth, a door is open- 
ed for iniquity of every kind to enter; and all 
the abominations practiſed by the pagans will in 
a few ages at furtheſt deform again and defile the 
Land, when chriſtianity the only light from hea- 
ven, is departed. Honeſty and morality are in- 
deed ſuch weighty matters of the law, that no man 
can have a ſpark of the grace of God in his 


heart, 
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heart, who is not full as obſervant of them, and 


more fo, I may truly ſay, than thoſe who gene- 
rally make their moral character their advocate 
with God, and the propitiation for their fins. Ne- 


vertheleſs, if any man dare to venture his ſoul on 


this foundation; that God will be merciful to 
him, becauſe he has been a moral man, by that 
hope he makes Chriſt of none effect. By conſe- 
quence, Chriſt can profit him nothing; and if 


he has no intereſt in Chriſt, as delivered up for To 


offences and raiſed again tor his juſtification, he 
mult die in his fins. x = IS 


3. From this doctrine of the text, obſerve, the 


life of a real chriſtian is happier at preſent, than 
that of any other perſon whatſoever. For in the 
midſt of all the trials, and ſufferings peculiar to 
the faithful, the perſonal excellencies of Chriſt, 
are conſtant matter of his meditation ; the wonder« 
fol acts of Chriſt for his ſalvation, the ſubject 
of his thankfulneſs; the communications of gr 

from Chrilt, are as freſh ſprings ever watering his El. ; 
the tenderneſs and moſt faithful promiſes "of © hriſt 


the immoveable ground of his confidence, that it 


hall be well with him in eternity: and the command- 
ments of Chriſt inſtead of being grievous, he re- 
ceives as fo many affectionate admonitions, ſaying, 
do thyſelf no harm. 


All theſe delightful truths appear more certain 
and ſubſtantial, as he is going on from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, and drawing, nearer to Compleat ſal- 
vation; till at length no miſts or darkneſs, fears 
or doubt, rife any more to diſtreſs his ſoul, about 
his allotment i in the future WOrld. 


Thus bleſſed on earth, is the real believer, To 

« whom to live is Chriſt.” By this diſpoſition alſo 
is he meet for the triumphant happineſs of tue hea- 
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venly ſtate; Since the man who can OR 


appeal to the ſearcher of hearts whilſt in the bod „ 


that To him to live is Chriſt:“ the moment 


ſees him face to face, will have ſufficient cauſe with in- 


expreſſible rapture to join that ſublime anthem, 


Jung before the eternal throne, © Worthy is the | 


„Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and riches, | 
and wiſdom, and honour, and glory, and blef- | 
* ſing, for he hath redeemed us to God by his | 


»% 


blood. Amen and Amen.“ 
5 1 
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> 1 T is a pleaſure to every grateful mind, to have 
by them ſome memorial of a deceaſed bene- 
factor. But never is this pleaſure more ſenſibly 
felt, than when a miniſter who has been inſtrumental, 
thro? the grace of God, in doing good to fouls, 
is taken from them. Highly eſteemed in love as 
ſuch a one muſt be for his work's ſake : when he 
can no more be heard, the particulars of his lite 
and converſation, are read with peculiar ſatisfaction. 
_ To gratify in this manner, very many perſons, who 
will ever acknowledge themſelves indebted to Mr, 
_ GrimsHaw, for their knowledge and comfort in 
the chriſtian religion; and to give others more par- 
_ ticular information, who had the higheſt eſteem for 
him from a perſonal acquaintance, or from good 
report, the lowing ſketch of his life and mini- 
ſtry, is laid before the reader. = 


The Rev. Mr. WILLIAM GrimsHaw, was born 
in the year of our Lord 1708, Sept. 3, at a place 
called Brindle, fix miles ſouth of Preſton, in Lan- 
caſhire ; and educated at the ſchools of Blackburn 
and Heſkin, in the ſame county. At which early 
time, the thoughts of death and judgment; the 
torments of hell, the glories of heaven, and the 


fuf- 


( 30) 


ſufferings of Chriſt, made ſome little tranſient im- 


preſſion upon him ; owing in part to the religious 
care taken of him by his parents. In the 1 8th year of 
his age, he was admitted a member of Chriſt's college 
in the univerſity of Cambridge. Here bad exam- 
ples deplorably prevailed to ſeduce him, who had 


"hitherto been taught the fear of the Lord, only 


by the precepts of men; and having no root. in 


E the torrent of impiety in college, carried 
m 


away ſo far, that for the ſpace of more than 
two years, he ſeemed utterly to have loſt all ſenſe 
of ſeriouſneſs; which had no revival, till the day when 
he was ordained deacon in the year 1731. On 
this day he was much affected with a ſenſe of 


the importance of the miniſterial office, and the 


diligence which ought to be uſed in the diſcharge 


of it. Yet theſe convictions were but as the chaff 


ſcattered away by the wind of temptation, tho? 
for a little time they were ſheltered by an acquaint- 
ance with ſome religious people at Rochdale, who 
met together once a week, to read, and ſing, and 
pray. - But upon his removal very foon after to 
Todmonden, not far diftant from the Town of 
Rochdale, inſtead of acting up to the good mo- 


tions he had felt in his ſoul, and which had been 
encouraged by his pious new acquaintance, he went 


no more amongſt them: he conformed to the 
thoughtleſs world; he followed all its diverſions, ſa- 
tisfying his conſcience with doing his miniſterial 
duty on a ſunday, according as the law directs, 


and never attending to what the word of God 


required of him. 


About the year 1734, and in the 26th of Mr. 
GRIMSHAW'S life, God was pleaſed to bring upon 
him an earneſt concern for his own ſalvation, and 
conſequently for that of his flock at Todmonden. . 


This immediately became viſible by his reforma- 


tion. 
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tion. For he left off all his diverſions; his fiſh- 
ing, card- playing, hunting, &c. He now began to 
| catechiſe the young people, to preach up the abſo- 

lute neceſſity of a ſtrict and devout life; to viſit 
his people, not in order to drink and be merry 
with them as before, but to exhort and preſs them 
to ſeek the ſalvation of their ſouls, and to enforce 
what he had delivered to them from the pulpit. 


At this period alſo, I find, he began himſelf to 
pray in ſecret four times a day. A bleſſed practice, 
which there is reaſon to believe, he never left off. 
The God of all grace, who had now prepared his 
heart to pray, ſoon alſo gave the anſwer. to his 
prayer: not in the way indeed in which he ex- 
pected ; not in a complete victory over his corrupt 
nature, or in the joy of a conſcience bearing him 
witneſs, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity he 
was walking before him. But by bringing upon 
him, very ſtrong and painful convictions of his 
own guilt, and helpleſſneſs, and miſery; by diſco- 
vering to him what he did not ſuſpect before, that 
his heart was deceitful and deſperately wicked, and 
what was more afflicting ſtill, that all his duties, 
and labours, and goodneſs, could not procure for 
him pardon, or gain him a title to eternal life. 
Very painful apprehenſions therefore now ſeized his 
mind, of what muſt become of him. In the midſt 
of which, he was often ready to accuſe God, as 
dealing hardly with one, who was now no more 
a profane or careleſs liver, but ſeeking in earneſt 
to obey him. In this ſtate of great trouble, he 
continued more than three years, not daring to ac- 
quaint any one with the diſtreſs he ſuffered, leaſt 
they ſhould report he was mad, . or melancholy. 
But by theſe laſting and ee, being deli- 
vered at length from the dominion of pride, and 

made willing to receive ſalvation as a brand Fw 
| | 6 . 
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ed out of the burning, the day of his conſolation, 
and knowledge of Chriſt infinitely precious to his 
ſoul, drew near. The bible began now to appear 


quite a new book. He now found the rich im- 


port of thoſe ſcriptures, which declare the ſacrifice 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be the whole juſtifica- 
tion of a ſinner, before the bar of God; which promiſe 
remiſſion of ſins to believers on his name, ſancti- 
fication as the bleſſed fruit of this Needs here, 
and glory hereafter, 


i I was now, ſays ke, willing to renounce myſelf, 


to embrace Chriſt only for my all in all. O 
what light and comfort did I now enjoy in my 


& love of God. Wi 


As he was thus taught of God from his own ex- 


perience, ſo his preaching in the year 1742 began 


to be clear and profitable. He dwelt much in re- 
preſenting the nature and excellencies of chriſtian 
faith, and ſalvation by Chriſt alone. All this time 
he was an entire ſtranger to the people called Me- 
thodiſts, and whom afterwards. he thought it his 
duty to countenance, and to labour with them in 
his neighbourhood. He was an entire ſtranger al- 
ſo to all their writings, except a ſingle ſermon up- 
on Gal. iii. 24. and a letter to the people of E ng- 
land, bien by the Rev. Mr. Seagrave, in 
which he was ſurprized to find the divinity, in 
all material points, of the very ſame kind with 
what he now ſaw with his own eyes in the word 
of God, and from which all his peace had flowed. 
Inſtr ucted! in this manner, Mr. Grimſhaw came to 
the people and church at Haworth, May 26, of 
this year. And very ſoon the good effects of his 


Preœaching became viſible. Many of his carelels 
5 fiock 


every degree of fancied merit and ability, and 


own foul, and what a taſte of the pardoning 14 
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flock were brought into deep concern for the ſal- 
vation of their ſouls, and were filled with peace 
and joy thro? believing. And as in ancient times, 
before preaching was reduced to ſuch refinement, 
and alas! to ſuch a cold and languid exerciſe, 
that we generally ſcarce obſerve a fixed attention 
to the miniſter in the pulpit ; his people felt ex- 
cited in their hearts deep ſorrow for ſin ; and the 
whole congregation have been often ſeen in tears, 

on account of their provocations againſt God, 
and under a ſenſe of his goodneſs in yet ſparing 
them, and waiting to be gracious unto them. 


This lively, powerful manner of repreſentin 
the truths .of God could not fail of being SR „ 
talked of, and bringing, out of curioſity, many _ ö 
hundreds to Haworth church: who received 
ſo much benefit by what they heard, that when 
the novelty was long over, the church continued 
do be full of people, many of whom came from 

far, and this for 20 years together. 1 


Mr. Grimſhaw was now too happy himſelf in 
the knowledge of Chriſt, to reſt ſatisfied, without 
taking every method, he thought likely to ſpread 

the knowledge of his God and Saviour. And 

as the very indigent, conſtantly make their want 
of better cloaths to appear in, an excuſe for not 

coming to church in the day time, when their 
want wou'd be viſible to the whole congregation, 
he contrived, for their ſakes, a lecture on ſunday FI 
evenings, tho' he preached twice in the day be- +0 
fore. In which lecture a chapter or a pſalm, after 
the primitive cuſtom of the chriſtian þ ani was 
expounded, God was pleaſed to give great ſuc- 
ceſs to theſe attempts, which animated him ftill 
more to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt's cauſe. So 
that, the next year 1 ok a method, which was 
— con- 
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continued by him ever after; of preaching in 
each of the four hamlets under his care three times 
every month. By which means the old and in- 
firm, who cou'd not attend the church, had the 
truth of God brought to their houſes; and many, 
who were ſo profane as to make the diſtance from 
the houſe of God a reaſon for ſcarce ever coming 
to it, were allured to hear, and received with joy 
the word of life. By this time, the great atten- 
tion and labour with which he inſtructed his own 


people; the circumſpection and holineſs of his 
converſation, and the laſting benefit, which very | 
many from the neighbouring pariſhes had obtain- 


ed by attending his miniſtry; all concurred to 
bring upon him many earneſt intreaties to come to 
their houſes, who lived in neighbouring pariſhes, 
and expound the word of God to ſouls as igno- 
rant as they were themſelves, before they had heard 
inſtruction from his lips. As the pureſt be- 


nevolence was the only motive to this requeſt, ſo 


all, who knew Mr. Grimſhaw are affured, (and 


what others think or ſay matters not) nothing but 


love to the ſouls of men, and a deſire of proving 
a a bleſſing to them, engaged him to preach, as oc- 


caſions offered, in other pariſhes. So that whilſt 


he was one of the moſt diligent in overſeeing, and 


providing abundantly fox all in his own flock, he 
annually found opportunity of inſtructing near 


300 times, large companies, and ſometimes large 
_ Congregations beſides. 


And for a courſe of 15 years, or upwards, he 
often would preach every week, fifteen, twenty, 


and ſometimes thirty times, beſides viſiting the 
ſick, and other occaſional duties of his function. 


It is not eaſy to aſcribe ſuch unwearied diligence, 
and all amongſt the poor, or at leaſt very obſcure 
people, to any motive but the real one. He _—_ 
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his tongue ſhou'd never lie ſtill in * ſilence, 
whilſt he cou'd ſpeak” to the honour of that God, 
who had done ſo much for his ſoul. And whilſt 
he ſaw ſinners periſhing for lack of 'knowledbe, 1 
and no one breaking to them the bread of life, he 
Vas tranſported by love to pity them, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſelfiſh reluctance he felt within, to 
give up his name to ſtill greater reproach, as 
well as his time and frength to ain W of * 


. —y 


During all this indole 20 W e! 


tion ta What was the whole delicht af Ils haar, 
God was exceeding favourable to him. During 


the ſpace of 16 years, he was only once ſuſpend- 


ed from his labours by ſickneſs, tho? he dared all 


weathers, upon the bleak mountains, and uſed 


| | his body with leſs compaſſion, than a merciful 


man would uſe his beaſt. His ſoul at various 
times, enjoyed very large manifeſtations of God's 


love, that he might not faint; and he drank deep 
into his ſpirit. His cup ran over, and at ſome 


ſeaſons, his faith was ſo ſtrong and hope ſo abun- 
dant, that higher degrees of ſpiritual delight, 
would u een his mortal frame. 


In this manner Mr. Grimſbaw em oloved all bs 
powers and talents even to his laſt illneſs. And 
is labours were not, in vain in the Lord. He 
ſaw an effectual change take place in many of 
his flock ; a ſenſe of evil and good, and a reſtraint 
from the commiſſion of ſin, brought upon the 


parifh in general. He ſaw the name of Jeſus ex- 


alted, and many ſouls happy in the knowledge of 
him, and walking as becomes the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Happy he was himſelf, in being kept by the power 
of God, fo unblameable i in his converſation, that 
no one could prove he, in any inſtance, laid _— 

ur- 


45 e 
| burdens up others - which he refuſed to be 
Himſelf. in bang _— for ever of 
la, Whether 


1 ether they would be Proper ers 
forſske the evil of their ways, or no, —— dub 
that Mr. Grimſhaw was theit cordial friend; a 
in every labour of love their ſeryant to command. 
Hence at his — 1 concern was vi- 
ble thro' his ence his body was in- 
terred with 8 is more ennobling, than all the 

mp of ſolemn dirges, or of a royal funeral : for 

was followed to the grave by a great multitude, 
who. beheld his corpſe with affectionate ſighs, and 
many tears who cannot ſtill hear his much- loved 
name, without weeping for the guide of their ſouls, 
to whom each of them was er as  children-to 
| their father. | 


Ti behaviour, e his u eknels, was 
All of à piece with the laſt twenty years of his life; 
from the very firſt attack of his fever, he welcomed its 
approach. His intimate experimental knowledge 
. of Chriſt, aboliſhed all the reluctance nature feels 

. to a diſſolution, and triumphing in him, who 1 Is 
the ny pages and the lie, = departed April 
xt in 5th year of his age, and the 211 of 
5 l in the church of Chriſt. 


Nos to the Lord who thruſtech forth e 1 
. RS 

x a an es them eir ſuc 

to Him alone for this and every miniſter and ſer- 
_ vant departed in the true faith and fear of his 
name, be all the praiſe and glory for ever and 
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